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the southeastern edge of an old continent which ran east and west
across the north Atlantic, and which is frequently known as Atlantis
Combined, they cover a considerable area, the Scandinavian highlands
being the largest mountain mass in Europe. For the most part they
are formed of old hard rocks which are covered with poor soils and
consequently agricultural possibilities are limited, even in the valleys
These highlands have been heavily glaciated, and even today the
broad surface of the Scandinavian Mountains holds the largest daciers
m Europe, the Jostedalsbra Glacier being some 600 square miles in
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The structure of Europe. (After Newbigin, modified.)

extent and the Svartisan Glacier having an area of some 400 square
miles. Glaciation has had certain results which are important from a
human point of view. It has been largely responsible for the fiord
coast line of Norway, with its innumerable harbors and its great
beauty. It has also resulted in- the creation of lakes and waterfalls
which have aided in the development of water power. These highlands
are for the most part devoid of mineral wealth except for a little iron
ore in the Scandinavian districts. While they serve as somewhat of a
barrier to east and west transportation, yet glaciated valleys occur
occasionally which permit cross communication. They also serve as a
climatic barrier, as is evidenced by the difference In climate between
the Swedish and Norwegian coasts. They are forested in places but